FINAL EXAM for Literature 126

Take-Home Test (DUE 5/26 IN CLASS)
( Instructions

1. You may review and consult any required texts, notes, on-line posts, and handouts in preparation for this exam; use only required texts during the drafting of this exam. NOTE: Direct quotes from primary texts should be checked for absolute accuracy while drafting this exam, and you should credit every paraphrase, summary, or reference to any work by clearly listing author and title – this includes references to your own classmates’ ideas. For clarity, review the reader-essay on plagiarism (see also syllabus page 3). Though you will cite sources, answers should consist essentially of your own thoughts and work.
2. Do not use the internet while drafting this exam.
3. Suggestions for study: Class discussions and lectures are primary, so go over the many notes you’ve taken in class. Also, look over the syllabus (especially page one), all course handouts, and your returned on-line writing with my comments. You are especially encouraged to look over postings from your classmates online.

4. Violation of the letter or spirit of these rules will result in automatic zero (0) grade for the Final Exam. Turning in your completed exam signifies your understanding and acceptance of these rules under the honor system.
( Questions
1. Fully summarize David Foster Wallace’s sprawling argument in “E Unibus Pluram.” Extend your summary into an argument of whether or not his ideas apply to the following authors: Don DeLillo, Bret Easton Ellis, Mark Leyner, and Jay McInerney. Be sure to contextualize your response with enough details, quotes, and close reading to be coherent and persuasive.
2. Review notes and posts to locate pieces of our in-class and on-line discussions that substantially altered or enhanced your understanding of Acker and Butler (Week Eleven) and Paglia (Week Twelve). Include references in your answer to specific lectures, conversations, ideas, and on-line contributions by your classmates. (Example: Locate interpretive challenges, discuss on-line and in-class material, and explain how this material advanced interpretation.)
3. In the essay “The Triad of Alexis de Tocqueville,” Richard Rodriguez develops his poetic concept of “brown” while examining fault lines in contemporary American identity and literature. Fully summarize this essay and speculate on its relevance to the writings of Sherman Alexie, Greil Marcus, and Greg Tate. ***OR*** Use Rodriguez’s ruminations in the essay “Hispanic” to discuss Dagoberto Gilb, Guillermo Gómez-Peña, and Junot Díaz; be sure to summarize the essay fully and to contextualize the authors’ works for coherence.
4 POINTS CRITERIA FOR EACH ANSWER: Coherence, comprehension of texts, comprehension of course ideas, and successful blend of reading/analysis/writing (EXAM = 12% of final grade)
